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Henry: 

We will have to think carefully about today’s press treatment of the 
aerial activities against North Vietnam. I believe we should schedule 
an 11 o'clock DOD briefing by Laird for tomorrow morning. In the 
interim, I believe Defense and, as a followup, Ziegler, should merely 
point out that the U. S. -conducted limited air and naval gunfire 
activities in an area in North Vietnam adjacent to the DMZ against 
military targets --nanti -aircraft defenses, troop concentrations, 
supplies, etc. , which are immediately supporting the North Vietnamese 
invasion of South Vietnam. 


I believe we should keep our description of the limitations of this 
bombing in the most general terms which are just reassuring enough 
to prevent a major outcry but which do not set self-imposed para- 
meters (ala Cambodia) which will deprive the President of future 
flexibility, reassure the enemy and set an artificial limitation which 
can only be exceeded in the future by another admission of failure 
aud another benchmark requiring piecemeal escalation. 



In short, I believe it is best to describe yesterday's air activity and 
that which will follow today in the mos^jfeB^ra^tergj^g^J^inj^ 
as sogia&gd_wjy|_the destruction of mfiifeT 3 cJgrgetg_in_No£^_yietnam 
w&ich^resuggortin^Se2o^^^£^SBBtSA6jaX4fii on of South Vietnam. 
There will be a great tendency, as the heat grows, to again start 
establishing finite parameters to reassure American critics. I think 
this must be avoided at all costs. 






*eprocucea a! nit* 


Jr^i 

A>44C&fatt; A/ivb ((uJteurPfcjb 

V i/ju akf m/ dtfa? >: 


- ££//// /jL/H**" ~%4> 

&4#C* ^ gfa. %4j*u> tc/etS */ 

s^tez/ " 




i 




